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October is National California Date Month, and the Coachella Valley once again 
takes center stage in celebrating one of California’s most distinctive and healthful 
crops, The California Date!  The California Date Commission and Visit Greater 
Palm Springs hosted an immersive Forum, Farm Tour, and Culinary Experience on 
Wednesday, October 8, 2025, highlighting the rich heritage, nutrition, and culinary 
versatility of locally grown dates.

The morning began at The Café at Shields Date Garden in Indio 
and continued with a farm tour and outdoor lunch at Aziz Farms 
in Thermal, led by local grower and California Date Commission 
Chair, Mark Tadros.  Tadros, whose family has been farming dates 
in the Coachella Valley for generations, continues to elevate the 
fruit’s reputation through innovative growing practices, creative 
culinary uses, and community partnerships that celebrate the 

Attendees heard from Dr. Sonali Ruder, widely known as The 
Foodie Physician (thefoodiephysician.com), and celebrity chef 
Jamie Gwen (chefjamie.com), who shared insights on the 

experience curated by Chef Jamie, featuring a seasonal menu 
inspired by local date varieties. 

addition to a balanced diet.

agricultural heritage while celebrating the growers who sustain it.  

stewardship behind them,” Tadros said.

For more information about California Date Month or to request 
media materials, contact Kristy at the California Date Commission.

• The Coachella Valley produces over 85% of all dates grown in the United  
 States.

• A single date palm tree can produce up to 200 pounds of fruit each year.

 per ounce than a banana.
• Common varieties include Medjool, Deglet Noor, and Barhi, each with its  

• California’s date industry began in the early 1900s, when USDA scientists  
 introduced date palms from the Middle East to the desert’s ideal growing  
 conditions.
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VOTE NO on PROP 50
Dear Riverside County Farm Bureau Members,
We are reaching out to you regarding Proposition 50, which will be on the ballot this coming November 4. It 
is crucial for us to understand the implications of this proposition for our community. If passed, Prop 50 will 

including our own Riverside County.

ensuring that agriculture and rural communities continue to have strong advocates in Congress who understand 
and prioritize our unique needs.
Under Prop 50, the boundaries of our communities will be redrawn in ways that could disenfranchise rural and 

as water rights, land use, and regulatory policies. Our farmers and ranchers, who rely on these resources and 

The Riverside County Farm Bureau 
stands in solidarity with the California 
Farm Bureau in opposition to Prop 50. 
We share the concern that this measure 

the Independent Citizens Redistricting 
Commission. This commission was 
established by voters to eliminate 
partisan gerrymandering and ensure 
that communities like ours have a fair 
voice in the legislative process.
It is imperative that we, as a community, 
take a stand against Prop 50. By 
voting against it, we protect our right 
to fair representation and preserve 
the integrity of a system designed to 

Californians, not just those in urban 
areas.
We urge you to discuss this issue with 
your neighbors, friends, and family. 
Every vote counts, and together we 
can ensure that our voices continue to 
be heard in Congress.
Thank you for your attention to this 
important matter and for your ongoing 
commitment to supporting our 
agricultural community.

With gratitude,
Ellen Way
Your President
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independent body charged with developing recommendations to equitably increase access to agricultural land for food production 
and traditional tribal agricultural uses.

the report, 82% of private farmland in California is owned by white producers; a fact authors blame on “inequities in resource 

committee’s preferred groups.

 move to safeguard 
them in the public domain,” the report states.
By stripping owners of their right to freely sell or transfer farmland, the California government would be able to “halt the problem at 

The report predicts much of this available farmland will come courtesy of a 2014 California law that regulates water use. The 
controversial Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) shifted control from landowners to local agencies, giving 
government the power to dictate water use on private property and to impose fees for groundwater pumping. SGMA forces farmers 

The report says considerable California farmland will be “fallowed or repurposed” to reduce water demand as “required” by SGMA, 
opening it up for redistribution.
“Estimates vary on how much land will need to be taken out of production; for example, in the San Joaquin Valley, recent estimates 
range from around 500,000 acres to 1 million acres,” the report states. 

assistance exclusively to minority farmers, and establish a state monitoring system to track land ownership trends.
For the last two years, the task force has worked to develop this set of policy recommendations, reimagining agricultural land access 

California Farm Bureau has submitted a comprehensive response to these policy recommendations and are watching the actions 
of this task force closely. The task force met on October 15th and 16th in Ventura with the Riverside County Farm Bureau attending 
remotely via zoom conference.

Fire season in California can happen in any season and it's crucial to ensure that all agricultural producers in Riverside 
County are prepared. One key component of this preparation is obtaining the AG Pass. Without this pass, entry through 

personnel but also endangers your safety and may result in a citation. For information and to apply online, please visit https://

The mandatory Agricultural Pass 
training is scheduled for Saturday, November 8, 2025, at the Ben Clark Training Center. The training is a requirement for 
agricultural owners and their agents to obtain an Agricultural Pass, which provides limited access to agricultural properties 
within an evacuation zone during a disaster.

 Mandatory Agricultural Pass training for commercial farmers & ranchers. When: Saturday, November 8, 2025, 

$90.00 registration fee
Registration information can be found at the Regional Training Program website 
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Some of the agricultural programs available are:
• 
• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 
• 

• 

  



6 - OCTOBER 2025 RIVERSIDE COUNTY AGRICULTURE 



OCTOBER 2025 RIVERSIDE COUNTY AGRICULTURE  -  7



8 - OCTOBER 2025 RIVERSIDE COUNTY AGRICULTURE 

Riverside CountyRiverside County

AGRICULTUREAGRICULTURE
The offi cial publication of Riverside County Farm Bureau, Inc.The offi cial publication of Riverside County Farm Bureau, Inc.

Food and Farm News
Courtesy of CFBF

Organic seal helps boost 'phenomenal' date market
Fresh California dates hit grocery store shelves last month after 
harvest for Medjool dates, the state’s top variety, began in the 
Coachella Valley in early September. Growers and marketers say 
demand is high for the fruit, especially among health-conscious 

marketing at Joolies, a date company based in the Coachella Valley. 

many California dates is that they’re grown using organic farming 
methods. About 78% of dates grown in Riverside County, which 

multiple factors, including market forces and the nature of date 
production, encouraged them to grow the fruit organically. “It’s not 

Government shutdown impacts agriculture
With Congress unable to broker an agreement to keep the government 
funded, the U.S. Department of Agriculture has furloughed 42,000 
of its employees, or about 50%. USDA will continue operations 
relating to some farm loan and conservation programs, core nutrition 
safety net programs, essential food safety operations, preparing and 

programs such as New World screwworm. Operations most likely 
to cease include payment processing, disaster assistance, 
technical assistance, regulatory-related travel and training, 
trade negotiations, timber sales and long-term research 

California farm leadership class travels out of state to 
widen perspective
Leadership Farm Bureau, a cohort of eight agricultural 
professionals developing leadership skills through a program 
run by the California Farm Bureau, traveled to Arkansas and 

peanut farms, a cattle ranch and a cotton gin, and the Port of 
Memphis, which is one of the largest inland ports in the U.S.

“Farm Bureau Working for You”

Farm Bureau's 108th Annual Dinner at Monteleone Meadows David G. Kelley, a respected Inland Empire lawmaker, 
Korean War veteran, and lifelong citrus farmer, passed 

of the Army and Navy Academy in Carlsbad, Kelley 
earned a degree in citrus fruit production from Cal Poly 

during the Korean War.

Renowned for his expertise in water policy, Kelley authored 
numerous bills promoting water conservation, quality, and 
reclamation, including legislation that expanded the use of recycled 

reclamation within the Department of Water Resources.

Beyond politics, Kelley was deeply involved in agricultural 
leadership, serving as president and vice president of the Riverside 
County Farm Bureau and on the board of the California Farm 


